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MEETING WITH JOHN FETZER, LYNN DAILEY, KAYE COLLINS IN 1982 

John That evening with him was a very memorable evening. He—too much noise 
around here. Here was a very kind guy. You know, we’ve been in the Jewish 
people who are really sort of spiritually attuned. They are so different from your 
normal conceptions for it. 

Lynn Kind of like a predliving. 

John Yeah. Yeah. 

Kaye Like what? 

John Eddie Cantor was a very (inaudible). Eddie had a title to that book of his, Take 

My Life. I don’t know, I guess we were talking about my situation. I guess that’s 
what we’ve been up to—the same thing, (inaudible—cross talk—joking). 

Lynn If you all became what the VIPers are, tell her about the VIP club. 

John The VIP club is the group of us—there’s me when we went to Europe when 

General Ike (inaudible). General Ike invited us to go over and help rehabilitate 
the German broadcast facilities. So we went over and spent some time in 
Germany at Frankfurt headquarters all over the country trying to put their thing 
together again We spent a lot of time in Paris. We spent most of our time in 
LaFeyelle Hotel in Paris. 

Kaye Oh, that’s a gorgeous hotel. 
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John Right off the Arch d’Triumf. The VIP crowd—we were together—we formed the 
Last Man’s Club, 14 of us. What had happened, we’d been over to the 
Champagne county in France where they had all of the Champagne. The chalk 
mines down the Roman times there were twelve miles of quarry underneath 
(inaudible), France. 

Lynn Twelve miles of what? 

John Twelve miles of chalk quarries. They were way down deep. This is how 

champagne was actually formed in Champagne county. They take their wine 
down and something happens by it being stored in that chalk mine that makes it 
better. That’s where all your French champagne is produced. So during the war, 
the French took all of their fine old stuff and stored it down in these quarries. It 
was all hidden away where the Germans couldn’t find it. So when we went over 
to the (inaudible), they said oh gosh, here comes this American contingent. We 
will go down into the chalk mines. The Germans are all gone. They brought up 
all the choice stuff and they gave us a champagne cocktail hour. And afterward 
when we had all this tea absorbed, they gave each of us two bottles of champagne. 
They put it in our duffle bags and got in this old C-47 to fly back to Paris. When 
we got up to around—we went right into the storm. We got up to around 15,000 
feet and we had to climb higher, up around 18. When we got to 18,000 feet, we 
thought we were under attack of shrapnel. The champagne let go and this stuff 
was just raising hell all over the place. 

John So finally when we got to Paris we only had three or four bottles of this stuff left, 
so we had another party at the Raphael. We drank up everything except one 
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bottle of champagne. I carried that bottle all the way home. Then I gave it to 
Claire McCollough and he put it in his refrigerator and we formed the Last Man’s 
club. And the 14 of us have met every year for—ever since World War II until 
about three or four years ago. About three years ago we had our last party. But 
there’s the guys started to die off. 

Lynn They are getting ill of health. 

John Ill of health and not only just can’t do it. But this last bottle of champagne is still 
in the refrigerator, as far as I know it is. 

Lynn Who’s got it? 

John Claire McCollough 

Lynn Claire’s got it. 

John Now his wife is dead. She died. She and Claire were in bad physical condition. I 
may have to— 

Lynn —Retrieve that. 

John Retrieve it because when there is only one of us left, the last guy has to have a 
meeting and he has to drink that vinegar all alone by himself. 

Lynn And John Fetzer is bound and determined he’s going to be the one. 

John I’m going to be the one. I brought the damn thing back. I ought to be able to 
drink it. 

Lynn You know what I ran across the other day in the files? Saul wrote—remember 
when I first wrote to Clair McCollough, I misspelled his name after he— 

John —Yeah. Yeah. 
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Lynn We got a whole big flack from Saul (inaudible) about that. Claire was really hurt. 
McCollough, but it’s C-O-L-L and I spelled it C-U-L-L-O-U-G-H. We have a 
whole letter from Saul (inaudible) about all that. About his new secretary— 

John —Oh, he was really upset. 

Lynn I really caught it about that. We’ve got to put that in the file. 

Kaye How long did he get you? How long—how did you pick Lynn? 

John Well, you know that’s an interesting story. See, after I lost my secretary 

(inaudible) who had been with me over 30 years, I interviewed a lot of women, a 
lot of girls. When Lynn walked into my office, even actually before I interviewed 
her, even then I made up my mind that she was the one. I can’t give you the 
reasons now why she was the one. You will know that in due course. You can’t 
know it now. You’ll know it in due course. You’re curious enough to—you’re 
going to get hooked before you’re through with it. 

Kaye I’m hooked, honey. 

John Yeah, you’re going to get hooked before you’re through with it. 

Lynn He was more sure about me than I was. 

Kaye Is that why I’m doing this job for you? 

John Partially so. But anyhow, when she came in, I knew a lot about her that she did 

not know about herself. She’s just kn ow even learning it. Recently she’s learning 
a lot of things about herself that I knew about her then. I’m trying to give you a 
some kind of a reason I don’t have to make full disclosure at the present time 
because I don’t know how she might take it. I don’t know whether she’s ready 
for this. 


4 



Lynn She’s got to smoke now. 

John She’s got to smoke by now. 

Lynn I think you should tell her. She wants to know. 

John She wants to know. You think I really should? 

Lynn You asked the question. You’ve got to be ready to answer. 

John Gee, I don’t know. I’m going awfully fast. 

Kaye Oh, we’re going to back up some. 

John To begin with, I had had a medium that I had known that was one of those that I 
had a lot of confidence in the efficacy of what she had to say. She told me eight 
years before Lynn was bom that Lynn would appear at the time she actually did 
appear. 

Kaye That spring. 

John No, this was long before that, eight years. 

Lynn What did she tell you at that time? 

John This is at Camp Chesterfield in Indiana. 

Kaye What year? 

John Well, Lynn was born in— 

Lynn ‘41. 

John ‘41. So.... 

Lynn ‘34? 

John In that neighborhood. 

Lynn What did the medium tell you at that time? 
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John Well, she described you and said that you would come along at a very critical 
time, and that you would prove to be very helpful, and you would become my 
secretary. When she walked into my office—now remember, she was just a 
young chick— 

Lynn I was 32. 

John There was no reason why I should choose a secretary of 32 years of age after 
having a girl that had been with me for over 30 years. 

Lynn Who was old enough to be my mother. 

John Yeah, right. And there was no reason why—and I think everybody thought that I 
was off my rocker for having chosen just a juvenile to be my secretary. But the 
disclosure of what we have known in the meantime proved the efficacy of the 
selection. If you know anything about reincarnation, have any desire to find out 
about it, we have been associated many, many times previously in previous lives. 

Kaye It is what you were referring to earlier when you said something about you’ve 
done it before. 

John You’ve been around, too. 

Lynn If you’re wrong... 

John I know I’m right. 

Lynn If he’s right... 

John I know I’m right. 

Kaye You’re right. 
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John I know I’m right. And wait another day to find out what all these previous 

associations have been. Lynn and I have been associated many times in previous 
lives. 

Kaye Have we? 

John So have you. 

Kaye Has Bob? 

John Who? 

Kaye Bob (inaudible) 

John I don’t know about that. 

Lynn I wouldn’t be surprised. 

John I wouldn’t be at all surprised. 

Lynn Be careful of the rapport of it. (inaudible) 

John We’re recording this remember. 

Kaye I know that. And you’re going to hear it. 

John You’re going to hear it. 

Kaye (inaudible) 

John Hmmm? 

Kaye Know their time. 

Lynn We don’t know. 

John We don’t know. We do know a lot about you. 

Kaye You know about me. 

Lynn So you’re very important. You’re very—a key person. 

Kaye When all (inaudible). 
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Lynn Tell me, tell me, tell me, right? 

(Cross talk) 

John So what is that saying, “Have something will travel?” 

Lynn Six-pack. 

John Have six-pack will travel? 

Lynn Have Bud will travel, have Light will travel, whatever. 

John Well, well, well. Always having such a beautiful happy marriage in my life. All 
of this is so foreign to me. 

Kaye Oh, thank God. 

Lynn You once said to me that marriage was an endurance contest. 

John Well, for Lynn that’s exactly what it is. It’s an endurance contest. 

Lynn Of course, I didn’t like to hear that at the time. I was madly in love and wanted to 
get married. 

John Yes. You were madly in love and you were bound you were going to get married. 
So. 

Lynn It’s an endurance contest. 

Kaye (inaudible) 

John At the time. I think she agrees now. 

Kaye (inaudible). Didn’t you find that in your (inaudible)? 

John My own marriage right at the present time is in better shape than it’s ever been 
because Rhea is happier, more contented than she’s ever been. Our married life. 
Rhea’s completely loving. She has a very narrow intelligence band. I think that’s 
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all because, of course, she doesn’t have to think about the past. Doesn’t have to 
dwell upon things of life that she might have done differently. Might have been 
(inaudible) don’t have to worry about that. It goes on. We know we’re living in a 
very narrow band with this Alzheimer disease that she has. The brain cells are 
just cut off. She only using the present brain cells. Not much memory of the past. 
Those three or four or five events in a single day. Might have a (inaudible) night. 
You have a good day, oh yes, it was a good day but we didn’t do anything today. 
Several different places. I’ve been out to lunch, (inaudible) The one thing that— 
this only happened once or twice. When she has not been—it’s when she’s been 
so completely incapacitated that she didn’t recognize me, for the most part. 

Soon—I’m just about all that’s in her life. She’s loving, kind, singly 
understanding. She doesn’t—Rhea is in a way a very much of an enigma in spite 
of the fretting she’s had had her whole life. She’s—I don’t remember the day that 
ever in all the half century that we’ve been married that she ever had anything evil 
to say about somebody else. She doesn’t know anything about spiritual matters 
essentially except she does know what the bottom line is. That’s all she kn ows is 
the bottom line. 

Kaye (inaudible) 

John The bottom line is love. That’s what the bottom line is, is love. That she kn ows 
by instinct. And from where I sit knowing about her past lives and our own 
relationship in past lives and where our connections have all been in the past, I 
know that she’s served a very useful function this time around. It cleared up an 
awful lot of karma and I feel better about her, in spite of the fact that she has all 
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these disabilities. I feel much better about her now than ever any time in our 
previous lives. 

Lynn Were you together before? 

John Yes, we were together before. Associated numerable times before. When you 

understand the principles of reincarnation, all your groupies come back They all 
find each other. In life after life. They all come back about the same time, fulfill 
different capacities each time they come back. So it is with her, just as it is with 
Lynn, just as it is with you, just as it is with innumerable people that are around 
me. They’ve all been associated before. So I guess that answers your question? 

Kaye No. 

John No? 

Kaye Could have done more. 

John It only weighs a half a dozen more at least 

Kaye Don’t ever think you’ve answered a question. 

John Oh, at least I made a start. 

Kaye That’s right. 

Lynn What was Rhea like as a young woman? 

John She was very ambitious. Had a very fine intellectual capacity. She spoke 

beautiful French and taught Latin and taught English. She, being a Gemini— 
Gemini’s are exceedingly ambitious. They always—are always on the move. 
They don’t know the meaning of relaxation actually. 

Lynn What about social activities? 

John Yes, they work their social activities overtime. Are you a Gemini, by chance? 
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Kaye No, but I’m close. I’m a Leo. 

John Gemini’s love people. Have to be with people all the time. They are never 

happier than when they are with people. Very unhappy when they are not. I think 
that’s one of the reasons why Rhea is relatively happier because she’s always got 
a nurse with her. She’s always got somebody with her. She’s surrounded by 
noise and confusion, which has always been a part of her all her life. Of course, 
we’ve traveled all over the world together. We’ve got 75 or 80 parasol trays—our 
rural travels. I think I’ve been showing them to her a few at a time. Just to try to 
keep her occupied and trying to stimulate her recall as much as possible. We’re 
down to—I think we’ve only three that we haven’t completed of all our travels. 
And of course, she turns up in practically every tray I pull out and run. Of course, 
I was doing all the picture taking. I’m very seldom seen around. She’s in 
everything. 

Lynn Well, I saw some to be that—that we went through that you were in some, so she 
must have taken them of you. You were a young man and she was quite young, 
so must have been in the ‘30’s probably. 

John Rhea as a young woman was a beautiful woman. 

Lynn Oh, she was. 

John She was actually stunning. 

Lynn And she didn’t know it, did she? That was part of the charm. 

John She didn’t know it. She’s always been a little girl. She doesn’t know the 

meaning of the word diplomacy. Tell it as it is. Sometime it can be exceedingly 
blunt. People that wouldn’t know her would be offended probably from time to 
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time. But those that really know her always love her. As far as her contributions 
in my life, the greatest thing that she has contributed to me, to our whole lifetime, 
is her explicit confidence because she never once at any time ever, ever doubted 
me in any sense of the word. It didn’t make any difference what the troubles 
were, what the problems were. Oh, there’s no way, there’s no way that you can’t 
figure out what to do. You? Why, of course, you know the answers to 
everything. There’s no way that you can fail. That’s a terrific asset to a man that 
has—to a self-made man. It’s a terrific asset. 

Kaye Your mother mentioned that in one of the letters. Your mother must have liked 
her, you think? 

John Yes I think my mother liked Rhea. I think my mother was disappointed 

somewhat in our family relationships because there were situations that resulted. 
Made mother feel a little inferior. But by and large, I mean the plusses—I think 
the plusses offset largely the negative things that happened. She was—I 
remember when I graduated from college, I was the class orator. I gave the 
oration—which, by the way, was not a hand-me-down piece. It was one that I 
composed myself. I think her mother saw the adulation I had at the time. I 
remember the congratulations were rather prolific and I was sort of the center of 
a (inaudible), and mother had come to see all this happen. And under the 
confusion of all, she was sort of brushed aside which I felt very bad about 
afterwards. She was not pushed into the limelight that she should have been at the 
time, but it was not of my making, but it was just a sheer oversight on the part of 
others. I think she felt very bad about that. There are other things in the Yeager 
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family itself, Rhea’s family, which was tough on Rhea. Her parents didn’t get 
along well. As a matter of fact, they should have divorced. They didn’t. They 
stuck it out on account of kids, but I don’t think they made the kids’ life any 
happier. I think Rhea was very intimidated as a youngster because the fussing the 
feuding of the father and mother. She could have been the subject of a psychiatric 
situation because of that awful conflict that was in her family. I think she was 
glad to enter into her married life because it did afford her a chance to escape 
home. So those are some of the things that gives the background on that. 

Kaye What is it that occurred that (inaudible) Paul? 

Lynn Paul Lamat. 

John Paul Lamat? He was a senior in medical college. He ended up married as a 

senior and had his daughter, Sophia, and he suddenly died while he was a senior 
in medical college and Sophia was only a year and a half old. Shortly after his 
death, Sophia became very ill and the illness followed her her entire life. She 
became a basket case. Sophia is— 

Lynn She was a very beautiful baby. 

John Yes, she was. She was a very beautiful, beautiful girl, woman. They thought that 
it was polio to start with, and I put her in the Shriner Hospital in San Francisco. 
They did extensive surgery on her legs, nerves and all of that. It didn’t help, and 
I’m not so sure that her case was adequately diagnosed. Sophia now is 40 years 
old. 

Lynn Was she born in‘41? 
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John I think so. I know she’s at least 40 years old. A basket case and she’s gone from 
bad to worse. She can’t talk. She can’t feed herself. She’s completely immobile. 
Complete basket case. And her mother has taken care of her her entire life. I’ve 
taken care of her, and she had sign language that only she and her mother agreed 
for many, many years. Sophia could just lift one hand, this little finger. She 
could just tilt one little finger back and forth, and her mother could communicate 
on that separate system of communication that they developed. It finally got to 
the point that even that couldn’t work. Sophia couldn’t lift a hand enough to 
communicate. There was a time when Sophia could use a typewriter and just 
punch out one letter at a time. It would take her almost a week to write a single 
letter—a single page letter. She used to write us beautiful letters, too. She 
graduated from high school. Very smart. Just had to use all these tricky methods 
of communication. Now, by virtue of an electronic device—I don’t know really 
how it works, I never have even seen it. It cost about almost $3,000. They 
invented an electric device that she can operate and she can communicate with 
this. Her mother is greatly relieved because she felt that if she were to die, to pass 
along, at least Sophia would have a method of communication she knew, that 
otherwise nobody could ever communicate with Sophia. And if she would die 
very soon—Sophia would have died years and years ago if her mother had not 
just been right there to give her loving care. 

Lynn Wow. So they win some. 

John Yes. She was. 

Kaye What happened to the father? 
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John He died in medical school. Very sad case. I’m not sure that I know the truth 

about it. I have suppositions about it, but I’m not sure that I know the whole truth 
about it. His death might not have been from natural causes. I can’t be sure of 
what the story really is. He might have—he was very worried about his 
schoolwork. I think he was—for the most part both of those fellows were good 
medical students. I don’t think Vant was—the Vant who made medical in a big 
way was as straight A student but I think Paul Lamont was. I think he was by far 
he was the smartest in the family. But he had problems in medical school. He 
had financial problems. Whether or not he died of natural causes will probably be 
in doubt. We don’t know for sure. It’s sure a blight on everybody’s lives. 

Kaye Rhea probably got the same that he did. 

John I believe that’s right. He died in ’39. Rhea’s father died without any warning. 

He just had a heart attack and it was over. The called us up and said that he was 
gone. So we drove to Berrien Springs, and I helped carry his body downstairs 
from an upper bedroom. There was no way you could get a stretcher up there. 

We buried him in that little cemetery over there in Berrien Springs, (inaudible) 
buried side by side with (inaudible) didn’t die until ’50. But that’s 1960. Then 
she died a couple years after her mother, (inaudible) died about 1960 if I’m not 
mistaken. 

Lynn That must have been very difficult for Rhea losing her brother and father in the 
same year. 
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John Yes. It was. With little Marty out of our home, we brought her to Kalamazoo 
which was probably a mistake. People don’t like to be removed from their own 
homes. 

Lynn What happened? 

John She went largely the same way that Rhea is—the same situation. She had the 
same thing that Rhea has. I guess an inherited thing. After (inaudible) was 
hospitalized, it took her nine months to die. And Rhea took care of her all that 
time. But here, of course, we had our Marlboro apartments and Rhea would go up 
there, and Rhea would always have her out to our house constantly. She had her 
own apartment. Had a nice apartment. Marlboro Apartments, (inaudible) 
progressively developed the same way that Rhea but not in the same way. 
(inaudible) was very bitter about Dr. Yeager and her married life. She never 
would really forgive Dr. Yeager. She was a very embittered person in her dying 
years when her mind began to go, why she was very difficult to handle. Rhea had 
to handle her and Rhea was just deathly scared that she would go the same way. 
She wrote herself letters to try to convince herself. Said I want you to show me 
these letters later in life. You can show her those letters now. They don’t mean 
anything to her. 

Kaye What was Amelia Yeager embittered about? 

John Dr. Yeager. Dr. Yeager was a dentist and he lived in Rose City, Michigan, way in 
the upper part of the state. I think most of his clients were rough and tumble 
lumberjacks, in the lumber days of northern Michigan. He made lots of money, 
but he would gamble a lot. He’d get into Poker games with the boys. Always 
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succeeded in losing a lot of money, and that brought in a lot of very 
uncomfortable situations on the family as a result of that. They would argue and 
fight with each other. They would desperately fight each other. They would do it 
even in public to the embarrassment of everybody concerned. I remember when I 
was going with Rhea, I brought riding with along us Sunday afternoon in the car 
and they’d get into fights in my car and embarrass Rhea, embarrass me. As a 
matter of fact, it’s a wonder that I ever married Rhea because of it. (inaudible) 
would never let him up. She’s always hold him accountable for Paul Lamont’s 
death. I think she helped bring about his death. She wouldn’t let him up. He 
desperately tried to reform and tried to help his family. Actually I think Dr. 
Yeager was a good man. I think he, in later years of his life I think he was 100 
percent devoted to his family, wanted to do anything he could. He’s a soft touch 
for his family. He indulges kids, indulged all of them, except for Vant, though 
Vant was a bitter kid. He was the youngest and always felt he was unwanted. I 
think that embittered his life a great deal. Of course, his life was not helped any 
by the loss of his two children. 

Lynn But that was an airplane crash. When was that? 

John Must have been, I don’t know. They were teenagers. Vant was 19 and that 
makes Sophia 16 or 17. 

Lynn He set his blame on Vant and Sophia. 

John Levant and Sophia. 

Lynn Is Sophia a family name? 

John Levant and Lowena. 
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Lynn Lowena. What’s Sophia? 

John Levant and Lowena. The other was Paul Lamont. 

Lynn Yes. Paul Lamont. 

Kaye What happened? How did they get up in an airplane when they died? 

John Young Levant went into the army. He was in the Air Force. He came home on 
leave and he had been flying a private plane, and he and Sophia—Lowena and 
Lowena’s girlfriend went out to the airport in San Francisco and got a pilot plane 
together with Levant’s instructor. There were four of them and they flew over—it 
was a Sunday afternoon. They flew over to Reno in Nevada. There was terrific 
pilot plane traffic that Sunday afternoon. The private planes were all lined up to 
take off and there was one taking off every thirty seconds. Levant—I think the 
instructor was at the controls when they flew from San Francisco over to Reno, 
but coming back Levant decided to take the controls. They were finally given the 
go ahead signal on the runways and they took off in a beach bonanza. When they 
got up about 200 feet high, that’s the point of no return. The engine went into 
stall. As the engines were sputtering and Levant was desperately trying to control 
the plane—we know this because another plane took off right after them and 
overtook them because they started to stall. The other plane caught up with them, 
and it flew right over the top of them. He could look right down into their 
cockpit. But at that they were so feverishly trying to get the motor started. One— 
I think one motor was going and one was in a stall. They came down into a 
shopping center that was nearby, and they made a perfect landing in this shopping 
center. They ran off the end of the shopping center where trees had been cut 
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down and one wing hit the stump of a tree, and this airplane continued to fly over 
the top and see it all. When they hit the stump of the tree they said all four bodies 
flew out of the plane in four different directions. Just like that. They said the 
thing just— 

Lynn Who said? 

John —Just disintegrated. Fell apart. 

Lynn And four people were killed. 

John All four of them were instantly killed. 

Lynn Then what? 

John Levant and Emily who were in went immediately to Reno and they called us that 
night in Kalamazoo, and we were just heartbroken that they had permitted all four 
of them to take off that day. 

Lynn All go at the same time. 

John All go at once like that. 

Kaye Did you ever try and have children? 

John Did we ever try to have children? I don’t think we ever could have had children. 

I don’t think Rhea could have had children. She had a—I don’t know whether I 
should say this on this tape or not. (Tape recorder clicks off) 

John Well, naturally I felt the attraction between male and female is normal. I was 

always attracted to dark complexion, dark eyes, dark hair. I was never attracted to 
blondes. For that reason I—she fit that part of the description and was a beautiful 
girl, talented, and was supportive, loving, all those things that I think are matters 
that contribute to successful marriages. I think sex plays a very important part at 
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the time that you are married as young people, but if you live long enough and 
enough years, you find that that is only a secondary matter to a successful 
marriage. Sex is very important when you are young, younger. It is very 
unimportant as you reach a certain maturity in life, in the overall picture, not that 
it’s ever deprecated or ever forgotten or never a part of any man’s life, 
irrespective of age, but I think that it’s unimportant in the broad scope of life. It’s 
much more important to have love and understanding and complete support 
between the sexes than any other factor. I guess the three instincts of life—man 
must eat and he must love, and I guess the rest of it is probably unimportant 
actually. 

Kaye When you got married, did you think of having children before you were older? 
Would you want— 

John I’m not so sure that at that stage in life that I was endowed with the kind of 
wisdom that would have been very helpful. I think wisdom comes with 
experience and age and understanding. 

Kaye Would you like to be a father in this? 

John Yes indeed, I would. I would think that—when I see people that have raised 

successful families and have had children that have been a success and are very 
proud of, when I see families and how insatiated they are with the love of their 
children. As I look back upon my own life at this stage of the game, I think it 
would be very nice indeed if I’d had at least two. Two children. 

Kaye At what age would you think you were going to have them if you’d want them 
and gather enough wisdom to raise them properly? 
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John I think our ambition in life really got in the way of a great deal. Those of us were 
very ambitious. We wanted to excel. We wanted to succeed very badly. In the 
earlier years we were so poor, were coming up at a time when our life in day to 
day was in doubt as to how well we were going to get along financially, there is 
no way that you can rationalize having a family. Even if we could have, had we 
probably would not have had under the circumstances, because it was very tough. 
It was a very, very bad time in this history of the world. As a matter of fact, 
people today are relatively easy and spoon fed compared to the life that we had. 

Kaye I’m sure. 

John They don’t know what it is to have any adversity today compared to what we had 
to have. 

Lynn Question is when you were talking about what had happened to the Yeagers, 

about what had happened to Lamont and what had happened to Vant’s children, I 
was wondering from your perspective now, from your spirituality, how you look 
at all this spiritually? How—what has happened to you and Rhea about not 
having children, about the different, you know, the tragedies that have gone on 
which have been quite difficult, how you look at that from a spiritual point of 
view? 

John Well, I think it’s gotten—I think all of this has had to satisfy karma. I think the 
truth about our lives in either times that we were back here were such—I think all 
our relationships were such that we had to have this time around, they had to have 
it go the way that it did to satisfy previous karma. We had debts that had to be 
paid, and I think we have paid those debts this time around. I think that’s the only 
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logical answer on a spiritual level that you can come up with. So the next 
question, of course, would be what were the debts, what were the previous lives, 
what happened that had to be satisfied now, and that’s the part that has to go 
unanswered. 

Lynn Because we don’t know at this stage of the game. 

John We don’t know at this stage of the game. We could know if we wanted to. We 
could know precisely. Then we wouldn’t have to be in the dark for five minutes. 

Lynn Kaye wants to know how we would know. 

John That we just can’t. We can’t answer that. 

Lynn Well what about, you know, Levant? He put down the air of being such a happy 
go lucky guy. Do you think this has been helpful to him in what he and Emily—I 
know Emily especially has had a lot of psychological problems in overcoming the 
loss of her children and Levant, he’s a happy go lucky guy who’s always got a 
joke for everybody. 

John Yeah. Well, I think Levant, having gone through the—as a psychiatrist, he’s 
probably been able to make some adjustments. 

Kaye (inaudible, cross talk) 

John I think Levant has made a better adjustment than Emily has. The two of them, the 
loss of their children really embittered their lives. It was an awful blow to them 
and they just didn’t get over it for years, and I think even in our case, not having 
had children, we could not be as sympathetic to them as we would normally like 
to be if we had the experience and the background necessary to know, and I think 
that we could have been more helpful to them under the circumstances had we 
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had that experience and understanding. On the other hand, I think we have made 
very significant contributions to their lifestyle in many, many ways. I don’t know 
what really— Levant has been a very successful man. He started out with me as a 
radio engineer for a couple of years and he came to me one day and said, “I’ve 
decided I don’t want to be an engineer.” He said, “I’d like to be a doctor.” So I 
helped put him through medical school and then when he went to Mayo Brothers 
as an internist, he got in on the early stages of the development of 
electroencephalography. I think his background as an electronic engineer really 
helped him in the development of the whole brain wave technique that is now in 
the medical profession—that it is an accepted technique in the medical profession 
which is only one step off the biofeedback techniques that we are now (inaudible). 
He got his MD and he later got his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota when 
he was up there in Rochester and on the faculty of University of California most 
of his adult life, was a distinguished laboratory technician all through for Langley 
Porter Clinic in San Francisco. He’s retired now. Still doing a lot of work for the 
state of California and the hospital system, but he has every reason to be satisfied 
with his professional life. I think of the whole family, I think, Alice Yeager 
deserves all the plaudits in the world for having devoted her life to an invalid 
child, struggle, struggle, struggle. Did everything to help herself, gave her whole 
lifetime of devotion to that child. Now she’s running out of energy. There’s a 
book in her, Alice’s experience is a book. Now if she had a good writer that 
would go ahead and penetrate that story, that would be a best seller. It would 
have to be. She’s a terrific person. 
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Kaye You talked of your family (inaudible). You talked of giving of yourself, your 
emotions. How vast is your family? 

John How what? 

Kaye Vast, large, (inaudible). I think—let me put it this way. I think that you consider 
your family not to be just the people. 

John No, my family is a large family. You see, in my philosophy we’re all one. 

Kaye So everything is your family. Kind of the way I felt. 

John Yeah, we’re all one. 

Kaye Anyone that comes into it. There’s a letter from your mother that said make 

friends, make friends (inaudible) and if you do, these people can be a great help to 
you. To me, from what I know so far is only strange memories, I think, that what 
your family (inaudible) everything. 

Lynn I think there was a book we read once called Illusions by Richard Bach and in that 
book was quoted, “All members of one family do not necessary live under the 
same roof.” 

Kaye Oh, you’re right about that. Is that the same guy that wrote Jonathan Livingston 
Seagull? 

John Yes. 

Lynn So you can imagine how (inaudible). 

John Yeah, it’s a good way to put it. 

Kaye I mean, it seems like you’ve helped so many people always and maybe whatever 
(inaudible) was baseball, the Detroit Tigers were (inaudible) he was sent to a farm 
team with a plan to come back, whereas I guess most of the other guys would 
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have been okay, (inaudible) and that wasn’t why you looked at it or your crew 
looked at it but (inaudible) your crew, the people under you know you and how 
you work and maybe what you think, (inaudible) frankly I don’t know baseball 
that well. I never (inaudible). 

Lynn (inaudible). 

Kaye It’s small and wonderful things that I find that I’m just like going through and not 
even knowing what I’m doing yet and, you know, I’ve been here what three 
weeks? 

Lynn She’s dynamite, isn’t she? 

Kaye That’s what my grandfather said. If you can’t (inaudible). 

John Well, I bought tombstones for ball players, old ball players, members of the 

family that didn’t have them. I don’t know how many tombstones I put up, but 
this one or that one or the other. 

Kaye You have a tombstone business? 

Lynn That’d be a good one. 

John The rock of ages. 

Lynn It would be a better deal than Vitapicks. 

John The rock of ages. Well, you take a fellow like Jim Campbell, he’s almost a son. 

Kaye I met Carl Lee. 

John Carl Lee, same way, and I think four or five other fellows around our place are the 
same way and oh, Gordon Anderson, Tony Mastif, some of the younger fellows 
are coming around like Dubris. 

Lynn You’re working on him. 
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Kaye It’s funny. 

Lynn We’re all in the same family, so they’re either a son or not a son. 

Kaye I talked to some of the younger guys and one of them, he was (inaudible) and I 

walked in there and he had known me from (inaudible) brought in on day one and 
people down there looked at me like (inaudible). 

Lynn I get the same feeling when I (inaudible). 

Kaye Do you really? 

Lynn Yeah, I get a lot of looks, too. 

Kaye You know okay, who is she and what is she doing and what do I say or can I say 
in front of her? 

Kaye Right. 

Lynn Well, I felt bad for the guy going up there now. 

John What’s he got going now. 

Lynn Two young ones. 

John Three young ones now. 

Lynn And he’s driving to Indiana with them tonight. 

John You can constantly see them walking out of the place with them in all hours, day 
and night. Going to lunch. Being on the stage. There’s a buzz. 

Kaye People I semi-know are excited and they— 

Lynn —Excuse me, I have to (inaudible). It explains it all, right? 

Kaye Okay. 

Kaye They go to the, you know, they keep talking about how neat you are and other 
people think who are you? 
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John What are you doing here? No. You know, by gosh, it’s almost 3:00, 5 minutes to 
3? 

Kaye This is our time. 

John It’s our time. 

(inaudible, cross talk) 

Kaye Okay, here’s one. How do you feel about Richard Nixon? 

John I like the guy. I guess the reason why I say that is because I’m certainly not a 
good acquaintance of his. I went through three commissioners of baseball and 
after four, quit and retired. I was on the screening committee to help select a new 
commissioner. In fact, I was chairman of the committee. I had a committee of 
five or six guys, owners. The wore—they got tired. They couldn’t take the gaff 
and I had to work alone a large share of the time. In fact, I sat down there in the 
main floor hotel for ten days interviewing tired old politicians who were over the 
hill or all kinds of guys that were—each one of them was a darling of some 
affluent owner. They didn’t have any more qualifications to be commissioner of 
baseball and you can imagine. And amongst them was Dick Nixon. 

Kaye He was going to be commissioner of baseball? 

Lynn Commissioner of baseball, right. 

John This was before he became president. He’s been vice president under Eisenhower 
and at that time he had an office in lower Manhattan, so I went down to his office. 
We chinned around for a few hours. He was very proud of all of his trophies that 
he’d collected from all over the world, and he just had his office full of stuff that 
had been given to him by every king and monarch that you can think of all over 
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the world, and then we went to his private club for lunch and he was greatly 
tempted. He said “Gee, I would just love to become commissioner of baseball, 
and I just can’t think of anything that would be better.” He said, “You know, the 
Republican party is in such awful shape and having been vice president, I just 
think I ought to stay in politics long enough to try to put the Republican party 
back together again.” He says, “I guess I’m going to have to decline but he says, 
for God’s sake, don’t tell my wife because Mrs. Nixon is wanting me to get my 
butt out of politics and if she knew that I had a chance to become commissioner of 
baseball, there’s no way I could continue in politics.” So I made it a point never 
to tell her. 

Lynn There’s something you inherently liked about Dick Nixon. What was it? 

John Well, I don’t know if I can put my finger on it except that I think that he—I think 
innately he could have been a good president but, as a matter of fact, I was with a 
group in the White House, we had lunch with him just a short time before all hell 
broke loose, and I could sense at the time that he had lost his way, the kind of 
language that he was using. He was calling people a jerk and he was becoming a 
little silly, and I think it was proved out in what happened later in the Watergate 
thing. I believe he exercised very, very poor judgment with the tape situation in 
the White House. He was badly condemned because the White House was 
bugged, but every president since the ability to bug has been known has bugged 
the White House, and I don’t have any doubts that the White House is bugged 
today, and I don’t have any doubt when it was bugged all during the time that 
Kennedy was in office. In fact, I had lunch with John Kennedy six weeks before 
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he was murdered in Dallas. At that time, they had a very elaborate system of 
recording everything in the White House. So what Dick Nixon did in that respect 
was no different than any other president has done. Where he did foul up an 
awful lot was after this all broke out in the open by allowing those tapes to exist 
and allow the thing to go the direction that it did. I think he did that for one 
reason only. Just like all presidents, I think he came to the realization that when 
he got out of office, he was going to write his book. He was going to write his 
memoirs and those tapes would be invaluable to him, and I think that’s whether it 
was witting or unwittingly done, that’s what happened and I’m sure that talking to 
David Eisenhower and truly that they would both say that was an accurate 
appraisal and, of course, David Eisenhower still remains in touch from time to 
time. 

Lynn Is David doing some writing? 

John Yeah, he’s writing memoirs, Ike, but I don’t know if he’s making much progress 
or not. He’s been doing them for a long time. 

Kaye David, I couldn’t believe that the guy was really that old. 

John I’m sure he isn’t any older than that. 

Kaye That’s a pretty young age to be writing a memoir. 

John Well, he had a lot of material to work on, whether he wanted to go to it and get it 
done. Dick Nixon was, of course, his own worst enemy. I think the record is 
very replete, what happened to him, but I still can’t help but like the guy, and I 
think a lot of us become very prejudiced in our philosophical thinking and we are 
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inclined to kick a guy in the butt when he gets down. I think that’s an awful lot of 
the American philosophy. 

F Well, didn’t you have a dream about Dick Nixon? 

John Yeah, I’ve had some dreams about Dick Nixon. I’ve had dreams about all 

presidents at one time or another. Yeah, I had a dream about him. I think we 
reviewed that not long ago. I don't remember now how long ago it was I had that 
dream about him and I’m not sure right at the moment that I remember too much 
about the details about that dream, but I do remember that he liked to play the 
piano and I remember in that dream that he was in my home. He was in my 
drawing room and he was playing our grand piano. I remember that much of it. 
There were other things, too, around that dream and I just don’t dig at the moment 
but I’ve dreamed about all presidents. I’ve dreamed about John Kennedy. I’ve 
dreamed about Reagan, Roosevelt. Roosevelt gave me nightmares, my 
experience with him during World War II. I don’t know. I guess I’ve told this 
story. I think it’s written. You’ve got it. You’ve read the story. 

Lynn Well, I know (inaudible) didn’t like him. 

Kaye (inaudible) and my whole family (inaudible) same way about (inaudible), 
(inaudible, cross talk) 

John See, in the office of censorship we had to protect him during the war. We would 
deliberately put out stories that were diametrically opposite, especially when he 
was traveling. We’d put out a story. If he was going to go to Boston, we would 
say he was heading to Warm Springs or if he was going to Warm Springs, why 
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headed for Boston. Had to do that because of the security because we were 
always afraid somebody put a bomb on a track somewhere. 

Lynn Not anymore, they can’t do that. They’ve got to tell the truth. 

John Yeah. 

Lynn Like Kennedy, they have that whole thing mapped out. 

John Yeah, that’s right. You couldn’t—if we ever get into another war, there’s no way 
you’re going to control it as we were able to control it in World War II. 

Kaye So what would you do? Why did you (inaudible)? 

John Well, he was taken in by Marshal Stalin. He’d gone to Yalta and when he came 
back from Yalta, he called a conference with joint chiefs of staff. I was not 
present at the meetings, but Byron Price who was my boss when I was United 
States censor of radio, Byron was the director of the office of censorship. He 
came back from the White House. He said, “You know, I’ve just attended the 
most amazing conference that anybody could think of.” He said, “I took the 
experts from the state department. We had a symposium and I was explaining to 
Marshal Stalin that we had no territorial aggrandizement, that we were not 
expansive as a nation, that we thoroughly believed in the good neighbor policy all 
over the world. Pointed out how well our good neighbor policy was working in 
South America.” He said, “You know, before I could finish, Marshal Stalin stood 
up and said Mr. President, you’ve run far enough. He said I’m thoroughly 
convinced of the position of the Americans. He says all I want you to do is just to 
continue to send me lend lease.” Of course today, too many people don’t know 
about lend lease, what that meant, that it was keeping the Soviet Union going the 
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way we were handling, we were financing the war in Russia, as well as our own 
war, and Roosevelt bought Stalin so much because of that. He came back and he 
started out that conference. Byron said he started out that conference. He said, 
“Gentlemen, he says, I want to tell you right now I have avoided World War III,” 
and we were in the middle of World War II and we didn’t know if we were going 
to win World War II. He says, “I have avoided World War III,” and he said—we 
were having such a beautiful understanding of the Soviets—he said, “From now 
on, he says, don’t oppose the Russians. Give them all the information. Give them 
all the help on all of our departments of war. Give them anything they want.” 
Russian generals ransacked Washington, ransacked it. They got all the dope and 
atomic bomb development. They got everything. They could come in and look at 
your files. We would send the reports of what the Soviets did to Admiral Lay at 
the White House. He’d take those reports and throw them right into the waste 
basket. He was ordered to do so by the president, and the greatest propaganda 
campaign in the history of the country was turned loose and—the Soviets at that 
time. Rhea and I would go out for walks on Constitution or Connecticut Avenue. 
We lived in (inaudible) Gardens apartments, and I was always shadowed. I never 
knew whether it was Soviet agents that were shadowing me or the FBI that was 
shadowing me to protect me. Rhea never knew what was going on. I never said 
one word to her. She didn’t know anything about any of that. 

Kaye Did she ever say anything for herself? 

John No, she didn’t know anything about any of that. No, of course, she never will. 

We knew the office of censorship was a very dangerous instrument to have, and 
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Byron and I concluded that the office of censorship should not be around in 
Washington because the bureau like that could go on forever. No bureau’s ever 
cut in Washington. They only get bigger and bigger and bigger. I think we had 
an annual budget between 30 and 40 million a year and at the height of the war, 
we were employing about 15,000 people and we concluded that we had to start to 
cut down, so we went to Congress and asked them to cut down the budget to 19 
million. They nearly fell off their chairs. Never in the history of the United 
States government has any bureau come in and asked to have their budget 
reduced. It was always increase it a tad more, bigger and bigger and bigger. We 
kept on cutting it down and when it became evident that we were going to win the 
war, we started firing people and when we got down towards the end of the war, I 
don’t think we had over 500 people employed. So when the war was over, we 
took all the records and stuffed them in barrels, sent them over to the National 
Archives building. 

Lynn What kind of barrels? 

John There are things that they have over there at the archives building to put records 
in. 

Kaye (inaudible). 

John Yeah, yeah, stuffed them in there and we closed the door and locked the doors, 
and there was no Office of Censorship. We abolished it right then and there. 

Lynn That was the smartest thing you ever did. 

John If we had an Office of Censorship in Washington, it would be the biggest 

contraption that has ever faced mankind. Right down there in Washington today 
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would be a big unwieldy thing, would be controlling everything in the country. 
We’d have no such thing as freedom in the press. 

Kaye Or broadcasting. 

John Orbroadcasting. Or the printed press. 

Kaye What of the three things, through any of the nine lives (inaudible) broadcasting 
the war (inaudible) what has been the most satisfactory thing you’ve (inaudible)? 

John I don’t believe I can answer that for the simple reason—it seems to be most of my 
life has been devoted to the thesis of serving. When you’re called upon to serve, 
you serve in whatever your capacity is, whatever your environment is, whatever 
you’re about, whatever you’re doing. You’re called upon to serve, to render 
service, and an awful lot of your time has to be when you have that philosophy, an 
awful lot of your time is devoted to service, much of the time can almost turn into 
sacrifice and as a result of that, if you’re willing to carry responsibility and you’re 
willing to serve, very often you become the sacrificial lamb. And it seems to me 
that has been my lot is to serve the role of the sacrificial lamb because it seems to 
me in all my industrial experience whenever there was a dirty job to be 
performed, fingers have been pointed to me to go do it. Everywhere where I’ve 
been a members of boards, commissions, bureaus, professional sports, 
broadcasting industry, thrust into positions of leadership. Here’s a dirty job. 
Fetzer, you’re the guy to do it because you’re the only guy that can do it so, 
therefore, go do it. So how can I say with a lifetime experience based upon that 
thesis, how can I pick out any one of these various lies and say this is all 
encompassing. This is the one that I have the most pleasure out of or have the 
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most satisfaction out of. They’re all alike—each one is a replica of the other in a 
different arena. In the broadcasting industry, I wet-nursed the broadcasting 
industry. I was a member at every board, every committee on the hill, in and out 
of the hill, all through congressional investigations and then when I got snookered 
into baseball. 

Lynn Snookered into baseball. 

John The next thing you know, I was a member of all the boards, all the committees. 

Lynn You’re a leader. 

John I was just doing the same thing all over again. I don’t know what you call it, 
Lynn. 

Lynn You’re a leader, (inaudible). 

John That’s the point, just exactly the point, because there’s an awful lot of booby trap 
in it. I remember some very well when I was struggling. It brings back so much 
of the memory of it being in this town and being here on this mission that we are. 

I remember so much of the time when we were poor. We had nothing and I 
would read these success stories in the All American Magazine. The All 
American Magazine would come out month after month with beautiful success 
stories of this guy, that guy, who was able to make it all away who had nothing to 
go on and how successful his life was and how much money he had made and 
how much he owned and the materialistic life that he had had. I went through that 
routine and I said to myself a good many times well, that guy could do it, I think I 
can, too. So the years went on. Society changed. The ideas of humanity 
changed. Our values changed and I made it after that point and by the time I 
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made it, it was no longer a mark of distinction to be a success, an economic 
success. By the time I made it, to be a member of the establishment was a dirty 
word and it seems to me that that’s where the booby trap come in. You look at all 
of this. You say yes, I’ve made it. I’m Mr. Big. Well, believe me, there’s no 
adulation to that because when you reach that point, you’re confronted constantly 
with jealousies, sour grapes, materialism, envy, where every move you made is a 
contest made out of it. You can reach the point, if you allow yourself to become a 
cynic, just to simply say you can’t do anything right. So the reports of the glass 
cage that you live in where every bit of your privacy is utterly destroyed. 

Kaye That’s why you (inaudible), right? (inaudible) 

John Sure, exactly. 

Kaye (inaudible) I mean, you have tried to maintain your privacy above— 

John There is no way that I can be a happy fellow, well meant and a regular guy, 

because the minute I am, there’s a—the minute I even attempt that, there’s a flood 
gate closing in on me. People won’t know really how to handle. The average Joe 
doesn’t know how to handle relationships with somebody that’s in a position that 
I’m in. He abuses it, inadvertently abuses it completely, and it becomes a very— 
that’s why you become unknown. 

Kaye Yeah. 

John There’s no way that I can be known. There’s no way that I can be understood. If 
you think you can write this book and explain John Fetzer, you’ll be a genius. 

Kaye I’m grinning from ear to ear. That’s why he said it. 

Lynn (inaudible) 
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John Well it’s now 20 after 3. I think by 5 o’clock we can get someplace but let’s—or 
6 or should we even retire tonight at all? 

Kaye Well, maybe not. (inaudible). 

Lynn (inaudible). 

John Have Bruce come over and join us. Oh, dear. I don’t envy the young lady that’s 
going to have to start to type this stuff. 

Kaye Oh, I do and I envy her because I would be able to hear it again and I don't know. 

I mean, after this whole day, you don’t know. I envy her. She is going to have 
such fun. She is going to have a ball. I might (inaudible) hear them again. I’m 
going to listen to these again with the thing in front of me. How’d you get into 
baseball? 

John Oh dear. Let’s reserve— 

Lynn (inaudible) they might retire is what might happen here. I may get a little weary. 

Kaye We’re all getting weary. 

Lynn I looked for a blanket. My legs were getting cold. I’m about ready to crawl under 
my covers. 

John I think I’ll turn this off and go to bed. 

Lynn We can do more tomorrow. 

Kaye (inaudible)? 

John Oh no, that’s such a long story. If we start that, you’ll never get to bed. 

Lynn (inaudible). 

Kaye You can just wear a bathrobe. 

Lynn I’ve got a long robe at home and I didn’t bring it because of space. 
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John Turned on the air conditioning instead of heat. 

Kaye I turned on the heat. Then I put it on low, then I put it on warmer. Is that right? 
Lynn Yeah, there’s heat coming out. 
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